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BOOK NOTICES. 

Persia Past and Present. A Book of Travel and Research. Bjr 
A. V. Williams Jaickson. xxxi and 471 pp., more than 200 Illustrations, 
Index and Map. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1906. 

Leave of absence from Columbia University for half a year enabled Professor 
Jackson to make the eastern trip which forms the subject of this entertaining and 
scholarly volume. His route carried him from the Caucasus on the north nearly 
to the Persian Gulf on the south; thence to Yezd in the central desert and back 
northward to Teheran and the Caspian Sea. The journey across the Caspian 
and from there on into the heart of Asia is reserved for treatment in a second 
volume. The purpose of the trip, as the author tells us, was "antiquarian study 
and scholarly research, especially with regard to Zoroaster and the ancient faith 
of the Magi," with the intent also of "contributing something to our knowledge 
of Persia's present as well as her past and to a better understanding of the re- 
lation existing between them." Perhaps no better tribute can be paid to the book 
than to say that its purpose is a true description of its content. 

The general plan of the book is to relate things chronologically as they hap- 
pened on the trip. The reader thus follows the traveller on his caravan journey, 
hears of the difficulties and adventures encountered, becomes acquainted with the 
aspect of the country and with the people and their customs. The principal fea- 
tures of each town are described and each is shown in relation to its past, sur- 
rounded with a wealth of historic associations such as only a scholarly mind 
could lend. Technical points are discussed as they are met and new light is 
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thrown upon them. The book is splendidly illustrated with half-tone repro- 
ductions. 

A general description is given of the topography and climatic conditions of 
Persia; its dearth of rivers and the consequent necessity for artificial irrigation. 
It is interestingly pointed out that "irrigation was synonymous with righteousness 
in the old Zoroastrian religion, and agriculture a religious duty." Present meth- 
ods of tillage are noted, and it is suggested that the primitiveness of the imple- 
ments now in use offers a fertile field for export trade from the United States. 

The chief events of Persia's political and religious history are sketched ; her 
place among ancient nations, and the influence of the language and literature 
upon the literature of other countries. An outline of the life of Zoroaster and the 
history of Zoroastrianism follows, with mention especially of the successive shocks 
the religion received from foreign wars and invasions, the final blow coming 
from Islam in the 7th Century; for from this moment Persia practically adopted 
Mohammedanism. Two bands only remained faithful to their old religion ; one 
took refuge in Bombay and its vicinity, thus becoming the ancestors of the present 
Parsis; the other, remaining in Persia, and undergoing all kinds of persecution, 
finally congregated in the desert city of Yezd, where it is said to number between 
8,000 and 8,500. The author tells entertainingly of his reception in this com- 
munity and of the conference held with the Acting High Priest and other leaders 
of their faith. For three hours and more Professor Jackson asked and answered 
questions. Two complete manuscripts of the Avesta and some fragments were 
shown him. The meaning of Zoroaster's name, disputed points in his life and 
questions of . philosophy were discussed. Professor Jackson was able to tell them 
what none of them knew — that a large part of the Younger Avesta is composed 
in metre. Several days were spent in this city, observing the religious customs 
of these Zoroastrians, their worship in the fire temple, their marriage and funeral 
rites, and religious initiations. 

Most interesting is the author's account of his study of the cuneiform inscrip- 
tions on the Behistan rock — inscriptions made by the Kings Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes 
and Artaxerxes — chronicling the most important events in their reigns (B. C. 
541-340). Although the existence of these inscriptions had been known from 
times of antiquity, nothing was known of their meaning until 1802, when the 
key to cuneiform characters was discovered by the brilliant German schoolmaster 
and philologist, Grotefend. To Sir Henry Rawlinson belongs the honour of first 
making the difficult and dangerous ascent to the top of the Behistan Rock, copying 
the inscriptions and interpreting them with this key. No one since Rawlinson 
had examined the inscriptions at first hand; and one of the main purposes of 
Professor Jackson's trip was accomplished when he made the ascent and could 
testify to the wonderful accuracy of Rawlinson's work. The reading and cor- 
rections he was able to make, and one photograph taken, are here printed, to- 
gether with critical comments, which are of the utmost interest and importance 
to the antiquarian. 

On reaching the plain once more, the author took opportunity to "urge the in- 
habitants of Bisitun charily to guard their inscriptions and to tell them of the 
divine blessings which King Darius invoked upon all such as do so and of the 
curses that are assured if it were injured." 

Prof. Jackson questions the accuracy of identifying Tabriz with the ancient 
Gaza or Ganzaca, and does not feel sure even that it was formerly called Shah- 
istan (King's-town). He agrees with Rawlinson in thinking that Takht-i 
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Suleiman is tlie same as tlie ancient Shiz; but he disputes tlie truth of identifying 
Gazaca, Ganzaca or Ganzog with Shiz, and consequently with the modern Takht-i 
Suleiman. 

In a note, statements are collected from a Perso-Arabic geographer to the 
effect that an old name for Yezd, or for the main quarter of the city, was "Kata." 
There is good reason, Professor Jackson thinks, for holding this to be true, al- 
though there is some dissenting opinion. 

Two old itineraries from Shiraz to Yezd are quoted in full: the one by 
Istakhri„ in the loth Century; the other by Josafa Barbaro, in the 15th Century. 

The author is by no means a "dry-as-dust" antiquarian. He has a keen sense 
of humour, a broad appreciation of beauty and literary knowledge and feeling. 
One enjoys such touches as "It was Shakspere's birthday — a day memorable to 
me even in Persia." These personal qualities, combined with scholarliness of 
treatment, have produced a rare book, and make welcome the news that Professor 
Jackson will start in April for another trip to the Orient. J. B. A. 

The Dominion of Canada, Mrith Netrfoundland and an Excursion 
to Alaska. Handbook for Travellers, by Karl Baedeker. Third 
revised and augmented edition. Ixiv and 331 pp., Bibliography, 13 Maps, 
12 Plans, and Index. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, and Charles Scribner's Sons,^ 
New York, 1907. (Price, $1.80.) 

Northern Italy, including Leghorn, Florence, Ravenna, and 
Routes through S'vritzerland and Austria. By Karl Baedeker. 
Thirteenth Remodelled Edition. Ixiv and 592 pp., 30 Maps, 40 Plans, and a 
Panorama. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, and Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 
1906. (Price, $2.40.) 

The present edition of Baedeker's "Canada" is especially welcome because so 
much has been done recently, particularly among the Canadian Cordilleras, to 
enhance thti enjoyment of tourists. This edition is thoroughly up to date and no 
conpendium of Canada for the use of travellers equals this volume. The special 
sections are written by the men who are qualified to make them most valuable. 
The late Dr. George M. Dawson's geographical and geological sketch of Canada 
has been revised by Dr. H. M. Ami and Mr. James White, and those who know 
the scientific personnel of Canada are aware of the thorough qualifications of Ami 
and White for such literary service. The maps, as usual, are admirable. One of 
the new maps is that of the Selkirk Range, to which the tide of travel is increas- 
ing every year. This is based upon the surveys of Arthur O. Wheeler, who 
wrote the authoritative book on the Selkirks, printed by the Canadian Govern- 
ment in 1905. Sixteen pages are given to the Alaska trip from Victoria to Sitka 
and the Yukon. 

The present volume of North Italy has been revised and considerably aug- 
mented. It is a well-arranged and complete introduction to the routes, the cul- 
ture, and the art of one of the most fascinating parts of Europe. 

Arctic Exploration. By J. Douglas Hoare. viii and 314 pp., 4 Maps, 
18 Illustrations, and Index. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York, 1906. 
This book is a summary in considerable detail of Arctic explorations. It does 
not cover the whole list, but chapters are devoted to all the conspicuous expe- 
ditions, and they are treated at sufficient length to give them the character of 
narrations of Arctic work instead of mere resumes. The result is that the book 



